
First Ladies of Irish Song Workshop and Talk

Learn some of the more unusual Irish folk songs that were around in the early 20th century and a talk about the women who were among the first Irish people in the recording industry.  Based on the Songbirds TV show. 

Delia Murphy came from Co. Mayo and married the first Irish ambassador to

England and later to the Vatican and Australia.  She sang come all ye’s and ballads, never  loosing her distinctive Connemara accent.

Margaret Barry was a traveller and street singer from Cork who sang the popular songs of the day accompanied by her distinctive banjo playing and ended up as part of the London Irish traditional music scene after the war.  

Bridie Gallagher, ‘the Girl from Donegal’ sang ballads and was in essence the first all - Ireland star and influenced generations of Irish country singers.  “The Homes of Donegal” and “the boys from the Co. Armagh” were her biggest hits.

Ruby Murray came from Belfast and rose to fame with a string of chart hits in 1954 and 55, becoming known as the ‘Heartbeat’ girl.  She still holds the record of having the most songs in the Top Twenty at the same time – 5  songs in one week, the most enduring being Softly Softly.  She also sang Irish favourites when she toured the world. 

Mary O’Hara from Sligo was a harpist and rose to fame as a singer of art songs and traditional pieces in Gaelic and English through her television shows for the BBC.  After her first husband died she spent 12 years as a Benedictine nun in England.

A TV programme can be shown on the life and work of each of the above mentioned ladies.


